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	Drought is an environmental condition which negatively affects plant growth, yield and considered as significant cause of production loss worldwide. Citrus (Citrus spp. Family; Rutaceae) is the main fruit tree crop has two tree parts; Scion or fruit bearing portion and Rootstock provide tree root portion. The selection of scion and rootstock combination is an essentially permanent decision with lifelong ramifications for tree health and management. The effect of rootstocks is particularly significant on tree nutrition, growth vigor, stress resistance, and fruit quality of the scion. We need to focus on citrus rootstock against the drought stress. This study was conducted to screen out various modern citrus rootstocks including local commercial rootstocks against the drought. Drought was induced based on field capacity of citrus rootstock relative to water requirement of citrus and hence 75% field capacity was considered as control and subsequently developed two level, moderate drought (50% field capacity) and severe drought (25% field capacity). Three-month-old uniform seedlings were selected for the stress treatments. Gas exchange parameters were recorded at four different times (0, 5, 10 and 15 days). Horticultural parameters, plant water status and chlorophyll absorption at different wavelength was recorded after 15 days of drought stress. Citrus rootstocks showed significant response at various levels and duration of drought stress. Relative to control plants, gas exchange parameters like photosynthetic rate and stomatal conductance reduced at both stress levels and gas exchange was poor at 10 and 15 days. Leaf internal temperature increased due to drought stress. Plant water status like moisture level and water potential also reduced with increased drought stress. The most promising drought tolerant rootstocks were Brazilian sour orange and Keen sour orange. Sovage citrange and Yuma citrange were the most sensitive to drought.  
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