Ghana's urban change and its effect on urban farmers’ activities
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Ghana is among the developing countries which have experienced a high level of urbanization among its cities over the past two decades. Ghana’s capital city, Accra and its surrounding suburbs have experienced a high level of urbanization over the past two decades. Studies have proven that the effect of the urban change results in a mixture of benefits and challenges to urban farmers. Using a sequential mixed method approach, the study first interviewed 29 urban farmers and second conducted a survey on 251 farmers in 17 farming sites in the Greater Accra Metropolitan Area (GAMA) of Ghana’s Region where its capital is located. The study’s qualitative analysis observed that while there where some changes in GAMA which resulted in specific positive or negative effects on urban farmers’ decision and actions, some changes within GAMA also resulted in multiple positive or negative effects on farmers. In addition, some of the urban changes resulted in both negative and positive effects at the same time. The Tobit regression also proved that different underlining factors explained why urban change brought challenges or benefits to urban farmers. The study concluded that Ghana’s urban change brings about beneficial effects that keep farmers in the business of farming and challenging effects that make it difficult for them to survive in business. The study recommends a multifaceted approach by farmers and concerned government institutions to deal with the effects of urban change so urban change can be more profitable to farmers.
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