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I. Abstract Body
Malawi, like many other countries, is experiencing a demographic transition. Consistent fertility declines and mortality improvements will transform the age structure of Malawi from a younger population, towards a much older population structure. In the face of profound changes, there is a clear need to understand better the prevailing social and economic conditions of older women and men. This study aimes to examine the prevalence and predictors of elder. A two-stage sample design was used in each district to select older persons aged sixty years and over, while selection of enumeration areas from which older persons aged 60 years and older, was selected based on probability proportional to size. A total of 209,704 older persons were interviewed. Descriptive analyses and multinomial logistic regression were used to examine the prevalence and predictors of of elder abuse. Older persons face excessive interference from other people in daily life which include, verbal, psychological, financial and interpersonal abuse. The results show that emotional/psychological abuse (36%) is the most pervasive form of abuse experienced by older persons in Malawi. Older men (35.8%) were as likely as older women (35.4%) to report experiences of mistreatment. In addition to psychological or emotional abuse, other important types of abuses experienced by older persons are self-neglect (14%), physical abuse (10%), whichcraft accusation (13%), sexual abuse and abandonment, 9% each. The findings indicate that these forms of abuse are prevalent, with emotional/ psychological abuse the most evasive form of abuse. Accusations of witchcraft practicing are also high in the country. 
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