Obliteration of the pulp canal caused by mandibular distraction: a case report
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Abstract 

We present a 16-year-old boy with a history of ankylosis of the temporomandibular joint (TMJ) who had been treated with a costochondral graft and mandibular distraction. The distraction seems to have caused pulp canal obliteration of the lower right second premolar and lower right first molar on radiographic examination. To our knowledge this is the only reported instance of such damage related to mandibular distraction. We aim to highlight the risks of this complication and the importance of discussing it with patients as part of the process of informed consent.

This case has highlighted an unreported risk of mandibular distraction that we think is important for consenting purposes, particularly in view of the Montgomery case,7(for example, if a patient places high importance on teeth that require further restorative intervention and may be lost prematurely).We plan to inform our patients of the possibility of this com-plication, and encourage our colleagues engaged in this type of work to do the same when appropriate.
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