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4th Edition of International 
Conference on Plant 

Genomics  

DATE & VENUE 
JUNE 20-21, 2018 | ROME, ITALY 

 

AGENDA 



Dr. Lihong Xiao has her expertise in the improvement of tree nut 
quality and nutritional content based on genome-wide association 
analysis (GWAS) and gene editing (CRISPR/Cas9). Her research 
interests are also focused on understanding fundamental 
mechanisms of plant abiotic stress responses to adverse 
environments and to explore the mechanisms and its evolution of 
stem cell maintenance by integrating extensive approaches, 
including “omics”. 

Title: The high-quality genomes of pecan and Chinese hickory provide insights 
into the genetic basis of adaptive evolution and nutritional potentials 
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Dr.’ Brian D. Gregory is an Associate Professor of Biology at the 
University of Pennsylvania. His primary research interests are the 
roles of RNA secondary structure and RNA-protein interactions in 
eukaryotic post-transcriptional regulatory pathways, including small 
RNA-mediated RNA silencing. In order to address these research 
questions, he has been a pioneer in the development of numerous 
broadly useful high-throughput sequencing-based approaches to 
study various post-transcriptional regulatory features and processes 
in eukaryotic transcriptomes. 

 

Title: Uncovering a dramatic shift in messenger RNA secondary structure during 
plant salt stress response 

 

 Erik Andreasson done his Ph D in Molecular Cell Biology, 2000  
Post-Doctoral Periods: Copenhagen University 2000-2003, The 
Sainsbury Laboratory, 2003-2005 
Competence as Associate Professor (Docent), Lund University, 2006, 
Plant Biology  
Professor (Faculty), Plant Protection, Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences, 2009. 
 

Title: Biotic stress resilience in Potato 

 



Zhaohua Peng is a full professor in the Department of Biochemistry, 
Molecular Biology, Entomology, and Plant Pathology at Mississippi 
State University. He received his BS and MS degrees in biophysics 
from China Agriculture University and his Ph.D. degree in plant 
molecular biology from the Ohio State University. From 1997 to 
2001, he studied at Yale University as postdoctoral fellow. 
 

Title: Protein Lysine Acetylation, Malonylation, Succinylation, Crotonylation, and 2-
hydroxyisobutyrylation in developing Rice Seed and Their Roles in Seed Metabolic Regulation 
and Nutrient Reservoir Development 
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Johanna Lethin her expertise in Department of Biological and 
Environmental Science in University of Gothenburg  
Sweden. 
 

Title: Molecular breeding of salt tolerant wheat 

 
 

Grace Gachara her expertise in Department of Microbiology, 
Kenyatta University 

Title: GENETIC DIVERSITY OF ASPERGILLUS FLAVUS AND OCCURRENCE OF AFLATOXIN 
CONTAMINATION IN STORED MAIZE ACROSS THREE AGRO-ECOLOGICAL ZONES IN KENYA 

 
 



FahadAl-Qurainy he expertise in Department of Botany and 
Microbiology, King Saud University. 
 
 

Title: Study on oxidative stress markers in Phoenix dactylifera L. under salinity stress 
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Meng-Ying Li would like to investigate the importance of different 
biochemical and anatomical features for the function of this specific 
photorespiratory cycle as well as their manifestation in the 
genomes of the plants. 
 

Title: Allele Specific Expression Analysis on Moricandia Hybrids to identify 
factors governing CO2 concentration Mechanisms 

 
 

FahadAl-Qurainy his expertise in Department of Botany and 
Microbiology, King Saud University. 
 

Title: Cryopreservation through encapsulation-dehydration, vitrification and 
encapsulation-vitrification of date palm a commercially valuable crop 
 

 
 



Dr. A.B.M Sharif Hossain obtained PhD in Biotechnology from Ehime 
University, Japan. Dr. Hossain is an Associate Professor in 
Biotechnology, Biotechnology Program, Department of Biology, 
Faculty of Science, Hail University, Hail, KSA. He is an expertise in 
Plant Biotechnology and transgenic plant production. He supervised 
5 PhD, 10 MS and 30 Undergraduate students at University of 
Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and Hail University, KSA. Dr. 
Hossain published 150 scientific papers including 23 books in Plant 
Biotechnology, Genetic Engineering, Genomics and related. Among 
these 50 are ISI Journals. 

Title: Fruit and vegetable production, growth and nutritional quality development 
using biotechnological approaches as genetically modified (GM) technology 
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Ajjamada Kushalappa he expertise in discovery of resistance genes 
in plants and validation of their functions. 
 

Title: Gene discovery and genome editing to develop cisgenic crops with 
improved resistance against pathogen infection 

 
 

Ajjamada Kushalappa he expertise in discovery of resistance genes 
in plants and validation of their functions. 
 

 

Title: Plant innate immune response: Qualitative and quantitative resistance 

 



Liliana Isaza Valencia, Adjunct Professor, Biodiversity and 
Biotechnology Laboratory, Universidad Tecnológica de Pereira, 
Risaralda, Colombia. 
  
 

Title: Commercial opportunities behind genetic and climatic characterization with management 
culture approaches of Heliconia species in central-occident region of Colombia 
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Dr. Akiko Kozaki has studied the function of INDETERMINATE 
DOMAIN family proteins, which are plant specific group of 
transcription factors. She is also interested in the TOR signaling 
pathway in plants and the regulation of oil synthesis in plants. 

 

Title: The regulation of seed germination by INDETERMINATE DOMAIN 
transcription factors 

 

Yan Chongling has his expertise on the biogeochemical process of 
heavy metals and organic pollutants (POPs) in wetland ecosystem（

water/sediment/plant）. He has made some progress in 
distribution of heavy metals and the relationship between them and 
plants, environmental conditions and chemical-physical properties 
in estuary sediments, speciation distribution of heavy metal in the 
mangrove sediment，the influence of mangrove roots on bio-
availability of heavy metals. 
 

Title: Transcriptomic analysis Reveals complex regulatory network of cadmium 
tolerance in mangrove plant Kandelia obovata  

 



 

Bibek Acharya he expertise in horticultural farm of Lamjung 
Agriculture Campus, Lamjung 
 

Title: NITROGEN LEVEL AND IRRIGATION INTERVAL ON MITIGATING 
STEMPHYLIUM BLIGHT AND DOWNY MILDEW IN ONION 

 

SP
EA

KE
R S

LO
TS

 AV
AI

LA
BL

E 

 

 

  

Mohammad Israil Ansari is a biologist with expertise in thrust areas 
viz. Plant Physiology, Stress Physiology, Plant Molecular Biology and 
Agricultural Biotechnology. Scientific project management and 
problem-solving skills are my key strength. He has 25 years of 
research and 13 years of teaching experience. He is visiting Scientist 
at Institute of Plant Biology, National Taiwan University, and 
Institute of Plant and Microbial Biology Academia Sinica, Taipei, 
Taiwan and have Resident VISA of Taiwan. 
 

Title: Role of Gamma Amino Butyric Acid (GABA) - Transaminase in Leaf 
Senescence Process 

 
 

Dongwoog Choi Expertise in department of Biology Education, 
Chonnam National University. 
 

Title: Transcriptome based characterization of Chlamydomonas cells with heat 
tolerance by overexpression of PsHSP70D 
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AHN obtained his Ph.D degree majoring in Horticultural 
Biotechnology) from Kyungpook National University where he is 
now working as Research Professor. Since having graduated, he has 
been serving as editorial members and peer reviewers in 
international journals scoping for Horticulture, Plant Sciences, and 
Plant Biotechnology. 
 

Title: Involvement of Rosea1 (Ros1) in the mechanisms that enhance 
anthocyanin accumulation and abiotic stresses tolerance in transgenic tobacco 

 

 

 

 

  

Professor Ana M. López possess wide experience into the fields of 
plant biology and plant genetics. Her work has concentrated in the 
investigation of plant diversity using SSR, SNPs and AFLP markers 
but also tending to the identification of resistance genes in 
susceptible and tolerant species against fungal infections affecting 
crops with commercial/food interests. 
 

Title: GENETIC CHARACTERIZATION OF Rubus glaucus Benth PROGENITORS 
THROUGH SNPs AND SSR 

 
 

Maciej Majka Ph.D., working in the Cereal Genomics Team in the 
Institute of Plant Genetics in Poznan, Poland. He has completed his 
M.Sc. in molecular cytogenetics at the University of Silesia in 
Katowice, Poland. He is a principal investigator of his 3 years long 
scientific project financed by the National Science Centre (Poland): 
Genetic improvement of triticale by distant crosses with Aegilops 
tauschii × Secale cereale amphiploid forms in order to transfer the 
leaf rust resistance genes. What is more, he is an executor in four 
other scientific projects.  
 

Title: Resistance of (Ae. tauschii × S. cereale) × Triticosecale hybrids to leaf rust 
(Puccinia triticina) 

 
 



Patrizia Galeffi, PhD, senior scientist at ENEA, Italian National 
Agency for New Technologies, Energy and Sustainable Economic 
Development. Her main scientific activities are focused on 
Biotechnology, Plant Genetics and Molecular Biology area: 
molecular study of genes in durum wheat responding to abiotic 
stresses; functional genomics, transcriptomics and gene expression 
profiling in plants; plant biodiversity, in particular cereal diversity. 

Title: Clustering 288 lines from the final panel of the Durum Wheat Reference 
Collection(DWRC) by TdDRF1 gene variability 

 

SP
EA

KE
R S

LO
TS

 AV
AI

LA
BL

E 

 

  

Jun-Ping Xu doing her Ph.D. degree in Kyungpook National 
University. 

Title: Agrobacterium - mediated Transformation of Torenia using Different 
Anthocyanin Regulatory Genes 

 

HYS is doing MSC degree majoring in Horticultural Biotechnology) in 
Kyungpook National University  
 

Title: Optimization of virus-induced gene silencing in different petunia cultivars 
using the pepper phytoene desaturase (PDS) gene 

 



Maged  Hamouda is expertise in plant breeding and plant genomics. 

Title: Plant Breeding 

           Egypt  
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Emmanuel Kwon-Ndung expertise in department of botany,  Federal 
University Lafia, Nigeria  
 

Title: BREEDING POTATO FOR ACCEPTABLE COMMERCIAL QUALITY 
ATTRIBUTES IN NIGERIA 

 

Biologist with a Ph.D. in Agricultural Sciences from the Universidad 
Agraria de La Habana (Cuba), with over 17 years of experience as 
main researcher in Plant Biotechnology and 20 years of experience 
as professor of biotechnology- and biology-related courses at the 
undergraduate and graduate levels at different universities in 
Colombia’s Coffee Belt. 
 

Title: Commercial opportunities behind genetic and climatic characterization 
with management culture approaches of Heliconia species 

 
 



He has actively contributed to the emergence of genomic 
technologies. His pragmatism, stemming from his experience 
as a surgeon, powers the translational activities of GENCLIS. 
Dr. Bihain has authored over 50 publications in peer-reviewed 
journals, and his studies are cited in more than 5000 scientific 
articles 

Title: RNA frameshifts cause plant protein allergenicity 
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Muhammad Atiq expertise in plant pathology at University of 
Agriculture Faisalabad. 

Title: Soil and Environmental Factors Conducive for the Occurrence and 
Development of Black Scurf Disease of Potato 

 

 Nasir Ahmed Rajput expertise in plant pathology at University of 
Agriculture Faisalabad. 
 

Title: ANTIMICROBIAL EFFECT OF CHINESE MEDICINAL PLANT CRUDE EXTRACTS 

AGAINST RHIZOCTONIA SOLANI AND PYTHIUM APHANIDERMATUM 

 
 



Mr. Muhammad Usman, Former Director General of 
Agricultural Research System, Government of Pakistan who 
retired from service after a spotless career of about 35 years 
with senior level experience on research and development of 
integrated agricultural production, industries, nutrition  
and dietetics and bioenergy on a sustainable way 

Title: Nutrition and dietetics is the major tool for the development of health, and 
basic need of daily life in the developing countries of the world 
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Danielle Ph.d.  at Ben Gurion University, Israel. Her study 
focuses on Transposable elements dynamics in allopolyploid 
wheat species. She is studying SINE (Short Interspersed 
Nuclear Elements) and MITE (Miniature Inverted-repeat 
Transposable Elements) proliferation following 
polyploidization events, their possible impact on gene 
expression and regulation and their mode of transposition. 
 

Title: Genome-wide analysis of a recently active retrotransposon, Au SINE, in wheat: 

content, distribution within subgenomes and chromosomes, and gene associations 

 

mahdi tajalifar expertise in plant breeding. 
 

Title: Genetic Relations with Confluence of Plants 

 



Peggy Odongo expertise in plant breeding 

Title: Inheritance of Sorghum resistance to Sorghum Downy Mildew in Uganda 

Inheritance of Sorghum resistance to Sorghum Downy Mildew in Uganda 
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Wen-Chieh Tsai has his expertise in orchid genomics and 
functional genomics. He has worked on orchid biology for 
about 20 years. He applied genomics and molecular biology 
approaches to sequence orchid genome, study the orchid 
evolution, floral morphogenesis, and have collaborated with 
colleagues on Chemistry and Information Management to 
reveal the orchid fragrance metabolic pathways. 
 

Title: Elucidation of orchid evolution from the comparisons of orchid genome 

 

Abdul Rehman’s research interests are Molecular 
characterization of resistance genes analogues (RGAs) in 
cottons and identification of novel sources of resistance from 
wild relatives of Gossypium against viruses. Identification and 
development of drought tolerant cotton lines by using various 
techniques including membrane chlorophyll contents, 
carotenoids, stomatal conductance, transpiration rate 
etc.Working for the improvement of cotton germplasm for 
seed cotton yield and fiber parameters. 
 

Title: Exploitation of Genetic Variability of Gossypium hirsutum L. for Drought 
Tolerance 
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   Sunny Ahmar expertise in agro morphology. 
 

Title: Effect of abiotic stresses on Brassica species and role of transgenic 
Breeding for adaption. 
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