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Founded as a Roman city, in the Middle Ages Barcelona became the capi-
tal of the County of Barcelona. After merging with the Kingdom of Aragon,
Barcelona continued to be an important city in the Crown of Aragon as
an economic and administrative center of this Crown and the capital of
the Principality of Catalonia. Barcelona has a rich cultural heritage and is
today an important cultural center and a major tourist destination. Par-
ticularly renowned are the architectural works of Antoni Gaudi and Lluis
Domeénech i Montaner, which have been designated UNESCO World Heri-
tage Sites. The headquarters of the Union for the Mediterranean is located
in Barcelona. The city is known for hosting the 1992 Summer Olympics as
well as world-class conferences and expositions and also many interna-
tional sport tournaments. Barcelona is one of the world's leading tourist,
economic, trade fair and cultural centers, and its influence in commerce,
education, entertainment, media, fashion, science, and the arts all con-
tribute to its status as one of the world’'s major global cities. It is a major
cultural and economic center in southwestern Europe, 24th in the world
(before Zirich, after Frankfurt) and a financial center. In 2008 it was the
fourth most economically powerful city by GDP in the European Union
and 35th in the world with GDP amounting to €177 billion. In 2012 Barce-
lona had a GDP of $170 billion; it is leading Spain in both employment rate
and GDP per capita change.
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