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Background: About one-half to two-thirds of adolescents’ lack of knowledge of the existence of certain vaccines and its necessity, contributes to their perception and underestimation of the risks of vaccine-preventable diseases. 
Objective: This study aims to determine the knowledge, attitudes, drivers and barriers towards vaccination, among completely and incompletely immunized adolescents in a private school in Caloocan City
[bookmark: _GoBack]Methodology: A descriptive cross-sectional study that included 108 adolescent students from a private school in Caloocan City, Philippines. A standardized questionnaire adopted from a European study (by Hessel et al) was administered through an electronic survey administration software. Mann-Whitney U test was used to compare the median values of continuous and Fisher’s Exact test was used to compare the frequency of categorical variables.
Results: Most students’ rated their level of information regarding vaccination at a median 7 leading towards being very well informed. Ninety two (85.19%) respondents said that purpose of vaccination is a way to avoid a disease / sickness. A median rate of 9 is perceived as that benefits of vaccination as a protection against diseases to oneself, family and community. Seventy (64.81%) respondents said that the “illness the vaccine protects against is serious” impacted their decision to get vaccinated. More than half of all respondents cited the main sources of information on vaccination were their parents, family (87.04%), healthcare professionals (65.74%) and the internet (62.04%).
Conclusion: Majority of the adolescents were well informed about vaccination regardless of vaccination status. There was a positive attitude towards the benefits of vaccination as a protection against diseases to oneself, family and community. 
KEYWORDS: Adolescent, Vaccination
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Denise Lorraine A. Arlegui, M.D. is a Pediatric Resident at the Veterans Memorial Medical Center located in Quezon City, Manila, Philippines. Now on her third year, Denise balances her clinical duties with administrative and miscellaneous tasks as the Chief Resident of the department. She earned her medical degree at the Far Eastern University – Nicanor Reyes Medical Foundation, and her undergraduate degree as Bachelor of Science in Biology at the University of Santo Tomas. Although majority of Denise’s time is devoted to hospital work, she shares her passion in healthcare with her brother who currently works as a nurse at one the foremost pediatric tertiary institutions in the country.


Email: denisearlegui@yahoo.com
