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[bookmark: _Hlk3799814]In Japan, the Customs Office and the Ministry of the Environment collaborate to eradicate the movement of hazardous waste between Japan and developing countries. The Yokohama Customs Office has the only special force investigating exports of hazardous waste; it has detected the highest number of attempted exports of illegal waste heading to non-OECD member countries. In the case of Yokohama Customs, more than half the detected illegal cargo are components of dismantled vehicles containing illegal toxic or hazardous waste banned by the Basel Convention and is unlawful in Japan.
Between April and December 2018, 58 of 91 cargo shipments containing illegal waste detected by the Yokohama Customs Office were related to the illegal export of used cars. Almost all the owners of this illegal cargo and the car scrappers responsible were foreign residents originally from developing countries in Asia and Africa. To better understand this situation, this summarizes the actual situation and analyses data gained through interviews with these cargo owners and car scrappers. Through this research, the authors aim to clarify the factors leading to this grave situation, including the people involved and the reasons the issue cannot be eradicated despite many years of efforts by authorities to crack down on it.
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