Epithelioid schwannoma of the sigmoid colon: 
An incidental finding following Hartmann’s procedure
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Statement of the problem: Epithelioid schwannoma is a rare benign neural sheath tumour, predominantly or entirely composed of bland epithelioid schwann cells. The tumour most commonly presents as a dermal or subcutaneous soft tissue lump, with mucosal occurence also being reported. The clinical course is that of a benign lesion with local excision being the treatment of choice. Cases with atypical cytomorphology have been reported, but only exceptional malignant transformation has been documented in the literature.  Morphologically, the lesion can mimic benign and malignant entities, with ancillary studies being a requirement to establish a definitive diagnosis. 
Case report: We report a case of a 56-year old woman, who underwent Hartmann’s procedure, due to perforated sigmoid diverticulitis. Histopathological examination at Birmingham City Hospital, UK, revealed a small, well-circumscribed, submucosal nodule of the sigmoid colon, incidentally identified on microscopy. 
The lesion was composed exclusively of sheets and cords of bland, uniform epitheliod cells with indistinct cellular margins and moderate cytoplasm, in a myxoid background. The tumour cells possessed round to ovoid nuclei with evenly dispersed chromatin, occasional punctate nucleoli and occasional nuclear pseudoinclusions. No atypical cytomorphological features, necrosis or increased mitoses were observed. The periphery of the lesion showed a partial cuff of lymphocytic inflammation. The differential diagnosis included a submucosal well differentiated neuroendocrine tumour, an epithelioid gastrointestinal stromal tumour and a soft tissue tumour.  
Immunohistochemistry showed that the tumour cells were diffusely positive for S100, SOX10, CD56, NSE and focally positive for PGP9.5. Melanocytic markers, AE1/3, EMA, Synaptophysin, Chromogranin A, SMA, CD31, CD45, CD117 and DOG1 were negative. KI67 was <1%. 
Morphology and immunohistochemical profile were consistent with an epithelioid schwannoma of the sigmoid colon. 
Conclusion: Awareness of this rare benign tumour is important for the histopathologist, so as for misdiagnosis and unnecessary aggressive treatment to be avoided.
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