Surgical Admission Proforma: Compliance with documentation

Background
Accurate documentation when admitting an acutely unwell patient to hospital is vital to ensure safe practice and optimise patient care. GMC Good Medical Practice emphasises the importance of ‘clear, accurate and legible records’. In practice, it was identified the surgical clerking proformas were lacking essential detail of the holistic initial assessment. The aim of the audit was to assess the completeness of the proforma.
 
Method
Fifty surgical clerking proformas were randomly selected for an initial audit and post education session re-audit. Patients were included in the audit, if they were admitted under the general surgical admission list and excluded if a member of the audit team clerked the patient to avoid bias.

Results
All aspects of the clerking proforma had an improved compliance, with the most significant improvement in the documentation of allergy status from 76% to 94%, family history section from 30% to 76% and examination of cardiovascular and respiratory systems from 18% and 34% of the initial audit which improved to 46% and 52% respectively on the re-audit.

Conclusion
To ensure documentation is at the forefront of medical practice and patient safety, a change in staff behaviours with robust regular education and audit cycles must be delivered. 
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