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Abstract (300 word limit)
Neuroendocrine carcinomas may occur at various sites such as the lung and the stomach, however, literature regarding colorectal neuroendocrine carcinomas is limited due to its low incidence of 0.6%, only 0.2% of which comprises the large cell subtype. It usually starts as small with nonspecific symptoms, causing a delay in its diagnosis. However, it is known to be aggressive and usually presents at advanced stages with a poor prognosis. This study illustrates the case of a 76 year old Filipino female presenting with hematochezia and abdominal pain. Hemoglobin was noted to be 72 g/L.  RBC tagging showed active bleeding in the region of the cecum and ascending colon. CT scan of the abdomen showed irregular circumferential cecal wall thickening measuring 5.2 x 2.7 cm with mild pericecal fat stranding. There was also a concomitant solid left renal mass measuring 3.7 x 3.2 cm. Colonoscopy showed an obstructing mass at the cecum wherein biopsy showed adenocarcinoma with neuroendocrine features. The patient underwent Laparoscopic enterolysis, laparoscopic assisted right hemicolectomy with side to side anastomosis. Final histopathology showed a WHO grade 3 large cell neuroendocrine tumor of the cecum with a positive result for immunohistochemical stains synaptophysin, cytokeratin and an 80% Ki-67%. Surgical resection provides cure for localized tumors. Its proliferation index predicts its prognosis. Neuroendocrine carcinomas have been managed with the same chemotherapy as small cell lung cancer due to its histologic similarity. However, definitive treatment for large cell neuroendocrine carcinoma of the colon is yet to be established. Platinum-based therapy along with radiation has been utilized but information on alternative agents are still lacking. Reports of similar cases would contribute to the knowledge on this pathology and widen the possible avenues in its management.  
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