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Abstract (300 word limit)
Statement of the Problem: Unsafe medication practices and errors – such as incorrect dosages or infusions, unclear instructions, use of abbreviations and inappropriate or illegible prescriptions – are a leading cause of avoidable harm in health care worldwide. Globally, as many as 4 in 10 patients are harmed in primary and outpatient health care. Up to 80% of harm is preventable. Medical errors result in the death of between 44,000 and 98,000 patients every year. Medication errors are a leading cause of injury and avoidable harm in health care systems: globally, the cost associated with medication errors has been estimated at US$ 42 billion annually not counting lost wages and productivity or increased health care costs. This represents almost 1% of global expenditure on health. Unsafe and poor-quality care leads to US$ 1.4 trillion to 1.6 trillion worth of lost productivity each year in low- and middle-income countries. The purpose of this session is to describe the different types and categories of the Medication errors and the possible predisposing factors from different perspectives. In addition to proposing possible solutions that can help to protect the patients from these avoidable harms. Conclusion & Significance: Medication errors pose a serious risk to the patients and sufficient efforts must be made to increase the awareness of how to detect them to be able to take the appropriate minimization and prevention measure as applicable.
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