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Background:  Histoid  leprosy  was  initially  reported  to  manifest  after  the  failure of  long-term  dapsone  monotherapy,  irregular  therapy,  or  inadequate  therapy. However,  it  is  now  well  known  that  histoid  leprosy  develops  de-novo  as  well. This  study  was  undertaken  to  know  the  incidence  and  clinicopathological characteristics  of   histoid  leprosy.
     Materials & Methods: This  was  both  a  retrospective  and  prospective  study  of histoid  leprosy,  undertaken  in  the  Department  of  Pathology,  Karnataka  Institute of  Medical  Sciences,  Hubballi, Karnataka, India over  a  period  of  42  months  from  January  2013 to  June  2016.
     Results: There  were  7(2.5%)  cases  of  histoid  leprosy  which  was  diagnosed clinically  in  this  study.  Male  to  female  ratio  was  6:1.  The  commonest  skin lesions  encountered  were  nodules  in  5  cases  out  of  7(71.42%)  followed  by papules  in  rest  of  2  cases (28.58%).  It  was  seen  that  all  7  patients  were  cases of  De- Novo  histoid  leprosy.  Out  of  seven  clinically  diagnosed  histoid  leprosy cases,  4  were  histoid  leprosy  and  remaining  3  were  lepromatous  leprosy  according  to  microscopy.
     Conclusion:  Being  a  rare  entity  patient  presenting  with  sudden  eruption  of multiple  shiny  nodules  and  papules  over  normal  looking  skin  with   no  history of  taking  anti-leprosy  treatment,  diagnosis  of  “de-novo  histoid  leprosy”  should be  kept  in  mind.
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