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Abstract 
Introduction: Birth of a child with a developmental defect is one of the most unpleasant situations that parents may encounter in their lives. Regardless of the fact whether it is their first or another child, parents may be overwhelmed by such an experience, feel anxious about the future of both the child and the whole family. Esophageal atresia is one of the most frequent congenital malformations of the gastrointestinal tract. This study aimed to evaluate the impact of a child’s  esophageal atresia repair (EA) on the family functioning.
Methods: We conducted a cross-sectional study of 73 parents of  Polish children between the ages of 1 months and 18 years of both genders. The work diagnostic survey method was applied using author's own questionnaire. The impact of EA on families  was assessed using the Polish version of standardized questionnaire the PedsQLTM Family Impact Scale.
Results:The families of patients with tracheo-oesophageal fistula (TEF) had the statistically lower (p <0.05) score of functioning in the emotional sphere than those with children without TEF. The presence of heart defects significantly (p = 0.037) affects the functioning of the family in the emotional sphere. The coexistence of skeletal defects seems to have the greatest impact on the functioning of the family, three statistically significant correlations have been demonstrated: (p = 0.021) - in the social sphere, (p = 0.009) - in the cognitive sphere and (p = 0.023) - in the sphere of communication. Children with EA born prematurely obtained lower score in the sphere of worries than those with healthy children.
Conclusion: Feeding problems and the presence of associated anomalies significantly affect the functioning of the family of the child with EA.
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