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Abstract

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this presentation we will discuss the results of two psycholinguistic experiments dealing with Reaction Time (RT) measures on the processing of auditory stimuli composed of sentences in Brazilian Portuguese (BP) with disfluencies, or corrections, as in “the policeman enjoyed, I mean, sympathized with the lawyers yesterday”. We used verbs that, like ‘sympathize’, require a syntactic object preceded by a preposition. In our test sentences, corrected verbs always required a different preposition than the newly introduced verbs, which gave us the possibility of using either preposition in the test sentences, therefore presenting our subjects with either grammatical and frequent sequences, or ungrammatical (infrequent) sequences. Our intention was to test if the presence of the corrected verb would make ungrammatical sequences more acceptable to BP speakers. Our results show that the corrected verb does influence the acceptability of the following sequence, but only when both verbs (the corrected one and the newly introduced verb) are synonymous. Such an influence can be considered a kind of priming. Our hypothesis, based on Good Enough Processing and R. Jackendoff’s Parallel Architecture, is that when a verb is processed, not only its meaning is activated on the subject’s working memory, but also its syntactic properties and a net of similar meanings. 
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