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The Psychiatric Diagnosis in the base of Crime
The close connection between crime and psychiatric problems has always been at the center of research. There is a public opinion that people with mental problems are always prone to violence. A 2006 national survey found, that 60% of Americans thought that people with schizophrenia were likely to act violently toward someone else, while 32% thought that people with major depression were likely to do so. [footnoteRef:2] This opinion is particularly favored by the media's response to crimes where the criminal offender is classified as a psychiatric patient without a medical diagnosis. But research shows that the reality is different: although the psychiatric disorders are more common among criminal offenders[footnoteRef:3], however, people with psychiatric disorders are more often victims of violence:[footnoteRef:4][footnoteRef:5]  [2:  Harvard Health Publishing, Harvard medical School, Mental illness and violence, 2011 January]  [3:  Emily D. Gottfried, Sheresa C. Christopher, Mental disorders among criminal offenders, A review of Literature, July 2017]  [4:  Watson A, Hanrahan P, Luchins D, Lurigio A., Mental health courts and the complex issue of mentally ill offenders. Psychiatr Serv. 2001]  [5:  Mariam Mehrabyan, Social-Psychological and Early Prevention Pathways of Trafficking, 2014] 

An interdisciplinary team is set up to provide the criminal offender with a psychiatric diagnosis, consisting of psychiatrists, social workers and the defendant of the offender. However, there are cases where, according to the Criminal Code of that country, if the person charged with the crime refuses to cooperate, the psychologist and psychiatrist cannot give a conclusion and the judge himself decides whether the person is mentally ill and should receive appropriate medical treatment at the psychiatric institution or he should serve his sentence in accordance with the law.
Thus, a person with a psychiatric disorder is not required to be a criminal offender, but it is not excluded that the offender has psychiatric problems.
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