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Abstract (300 word limit)
Statement of the Problem: Currently there is a lack of research and information specifically about depression in young Samoan females in New Zealand. Research has begun to look at Pacific mental health and wellbeing in the last nine years, however none have looked specifically at depression within the Samoan population, let alone among young Samoan females. This research explores the link between depression and abuse allegations that are treated as false and/or ignored. 
This presentation is derived from a Master of Arts project which investigated the views and experiences of mental health service providers and their experiences working with young Samoan females diagnosed with depression. A qualitative approach was utilised to explore these professional experiences to gain a deeper understanding of the distinct needs and issues facing young Samoan women diagnosed with depression. This study consisted of 16 face-to-face semi-structured interviews; transcripts of the interviews were analysed using grounded theory. 
During diagnosis and treatment sessions, disclosures of physical and/or sexual abuse to mental health service providers were not uncommon when, along with their young Samoan females also sharing that their disclosures to their family often was ignored or treated as false.
Conclusion & Significance: More research needs to be undertaken to attain a deeper understanding of physical and sexual violence and the negative impacts it is having on young Samoan women. A closer analysis may also help identify how these young Samoan women were able to seek help and begin to trust people again.
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