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Abstract.

Introduction.
The aim of this systematic review was to assess the perioperative management of nonvalvular atrial fibrillation (AF) patients on long-term oral anticoagulation therapy in a Primary Care setting.

Methods.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A comprehensive search strategy was performed on varying databases including, EMBASE, Pubmed, NIH clinical trials and Cochrane database of systematic reviews for clinical trials, cohort studies, randomised control trials, meta-analysis, systematic reviews relating to ‘perioperative management’, ‘Nonvalvular Atrial fibrillation’, ‘bridging’, ‘Primary Care’, ‘General Practitioner’ and ‘anticoagulation’. The identified studies from the literature search were then further evaluated using our strict inclusion and exclusion criteria. The Critical Appraisal Skills Programme (CASP) tools (1) and Cochrane database of systematic reviews was used for critical appraisal and evaluate for possible bias of the selected papers. 

Results.
Studies analysed, in this systematic review, suggest that further research is warranted to investigate perioperative management of nonvalvular AF patients on long-term anticoagulation therapy in a Primary Care setting. From the results gathered, it could be argued that GPs should consider an individualised approach to the administration of treatment for these patients’ optimal perioperative care.  
Conclusion.
Standardised protocols and larger studies may help to further evaluate the clinical significance of patient and procedure specific perioperative management of nonvalvular AF patients on long-term oral anticoagulation therapy in a Primary Care setting. 
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