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Abstract (300 word limit)
COVID-19 is a global pandemic caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome called coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). According to WHO, about 103,986,863 people around the word have been infected with the virus and the number is increasing exponentially. As per the data from NCDC (Nigeria Centre for Disease control), 132,000 cases have already been reported. 1607 deaths have been confirmed, which is about 0.12 percent of the entire world. 
Methology: Various diagnostic centres in Nigeria are helping the governments of Nigeria to screen the population. Diagnosis is based on a real-time PCR assay that is based on the amplification and detection of targeted genes like: E-Gene, N-Gene, ORF 1&2 Gene, RdRp Gene etc. 
Experiment: In symptomatic individuals referred by various institutions, two swabs samples (Nasal & throat) were collected and stored in the viral transport medium (VTM). These specimens are first inactivated in BSL-3 glove box, followed by RNA extraction. After extraction, the targeted genes are amplified with reverse transcriptase based real-time PCR. The validity of the test is confirmed through internal control (IC).   
Results: Presence of amplification signal in the IC and the targeted genes confirms the presence of SARS-CoV-2 in the tested specimen.
Conclusion & Significance: About 12,605 individuals have been screened at Everight Diagnostic & Laboratory Services Ltd, Nigeria.  201 were found to be positive for COVID-19. Infected individuals are referred to dedicated isolation centres and treated during a quarantine period of 14 days.
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