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AB S T R A C T:

A 55-year-old woman presented recently with dyspnea. The clinical examination was normal. Enlargement of the mediastinum with cardiomegaly was noted on the chest x-ray. Echocardiography showed the existence of 3 giant cardiac cysts which compressed the heart whose cavities are barely visible. A thoracic scanner revealed a giant hydatid cyst measuring 11 cm between the sternum and the right atrium. Another giant hydatid cyst, measuring 10 cm, was posterior and inferior behind the right inferior pulmonary vein and extended towards the right pleura. A 3rd giant hydatid cyst, measuring 10 cm, appeared to penetrate the wall of the left ventricle.
The surgery was performed under femoral cardiopulmonary bypass, which involved opening of the 3 cysts after aortic clamping and resecting the multiple cysts of different sizes and more than 40 vesicles and debris.
The patient left the hospital 10 days after undergoing surgery and Albendazole treatment.
An isolated cardiac hydatid cyst is rare, of incidental discovery or after cardiac signs of complications when it is of a giant size and/or multiple cysts are present.
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