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Abstract 

This work aims to highlight the importance of research and architectural documentation actions to guide the built cultural heritage’s conservation. As a support, it’s look falls on specimens that make up the Rio de Janeiro’s Cultural Environment Protection Area (APAC). This APAC, created in 1984, conserved remaining parts of the city centre traditional urban fabric, which has buildings predominantly built in the period between 1890 – 1910 that occupy lots established in the colonial period, characterized by narrow facades and great depths. Thus, it is observed that the urban space of Rio de Janeiro’s Centre presents a representative stratification of different periods of the city life, with the aforementioned protection action having the purpose of conserving remaining parts of the characteristic architectural complex from the 19th and early 20th centuries. The methodology used, with historical documentary character, consists, initially, in the characterization of the architecture of this area, aiming at a later presentation of the legislation and the some more relevant recommendations for the eclectic architecture from Rio, most of them founded in the Professional Instruction Library manuals. These manuals also present an important source of research for understanding the architecture from eclectic period. During the colonial period the buildings constructed on these lots were built on their lateral and frontal limits, and only the back area was free. Throughout the 19th century the legislation started to be applied and rethought to improve the quality of the building’s internal spaces. In this period, this process happened slowly. Until 1838, only tradition and culture determined the way to build in the city. It was around 1875 that the issue of insalubrity in the urban space and, consequently, in the dwellings, began to stand out and became a more intense discussion after the great epidemics of yellow fever that occurred in the years of 1889 and 1891. The sanitation campaign and its urban reforms were fully implemented only at the beginning of the century, during the Pereira Passos Government, which took place between 1903 and 1906. By Decree 391/1903, sought to eliminate everything referred to insalubrity. The rules for the construction of buildings have become more stringent, in order to prevent laypeople from producing lower quality constructions in the urban landscape. While the internal dispositions of the houses were determined only by a cultural standard, the typical plan of these two-story houses consisted almost always by a store on the ground floor, with the upper floor presenting these rooms in a row: a reception room taking advantage of the openings to the street, alcoves or sleeping rooms accessed through a side corridor and the kitchen at the back. This pattern was repeated until the publication of the Posture of 1892, which caused a great change in the architectural production of the city. From this publication, it became mandatory to eliminate the alcoves, as they were considered one of the insalubrity causes on dwellings. To adapt these buildings, constructed in deep and narrow lots, internal areas covered with skylights started to be inserted between the bedrooms, allowing these rooms to be lit and ventilated. In the first decades of 20th century, the residential function was still accentuated in the Centre of Rio de Janeiro. From 1920, with the beginning of verticalization process and city expansion towards the South Zone, the most influential and wealthy families, who occupied these mixed-use townhouses, began to allocate them for exclusively commercial use. This process took place until the definitive prohibition of residential use in the city centre, through Decree No. 322, from March 1976. In accordance with the current legislation, since the end of the 1980s internal modifications are now allowed in these buildings, which had already undergone significant degrees of transformation. These townhouses, however, should mandatorily preserve the facades and roofs, and the permissions to carry out the internal modifications should be also regulated, following some criteria established in the Patrimonial Charters, in order to ensure the values and the heritage’s authenticity, not only producing a situation of “facadism”. Since the publication of the Posture from September 15th, 1892, the city’s architectural production began to be regulated by the Municipality, therefore, records of plans and documents, containing the original projects from many of these buildings can be consulted. As a result, the work brings a discussion about the concept of authenticity, based on the Heritage Charters, aiming at the application of these concepts and documents in the intervention and conservation projects of the Cultural Corridor. From the reflections presented, it’s possible to realize that in Brazil there’s still a need to reinforce, during the training of architects, the importance of the question about using documentation and research in professional practices, theoretical knowledge, especially when these actions occur in areas and assets that have cultural value. On the other hand, the monitoring of the results obtained by the application of the legislation for the protected assets conservation is a practice that doesn’t exist on the agendas of the supervisory bodies responsible by City and State cultural heritage, making it difficult to discuss and improve them. It’s observed in some intervention cases on protected buildings that despite following the current legislation and conserving the volume, the interiors have been drastically mutilated. The example addressed in the present work reveals an urgent need for revision of the current legislation, that must consider not only the external aspects related to the maintenance of the original volumes, but also the respective interiors and traditional construction techniques. It’s extremely important to promote public debates on the subject, in order to lead architects and general population (users and owners), to understand the importance of conserving the integrity of architectural examples, that is, external aspects related to volumetry (facades and roofs), as well as internal aspects (ventilation systems, original construction techniques, etc.). In this regard, the promotion of greater access and dissemination of the historical documentation used in the proposed interventions is essential. The strong restriction on the contact of the population with the existing information contributes negatively to the conservation and appreciation of the historic heritage, since is practically impossible to attribute any value to what is unknown. In the case of the Cultural Corridor, it would be interesting if the characteristics of the interior spaces were also contemplated by the legislation, as long as there were authentic records about some of its components, in order to provide a theoretical basis for future interventions and adaptations. 
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