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Abstract 

This work aims to highlight the importance of research and architectural documentation actions to guide the actions of conservation of built cultural heritage. As support, his look falls on specimens that make up the Area of Protection of the Cultural Environment (APAC), of the Cultural Corridor of Rio de Janeiro. This APAC was created in the year 1979, with the purpose of conserving remaining parts of the architectural complex characteristic of the XIX and XX centuries, in the area of the City Center. According to current legislation, since the end of the 1980s, internal modifications to buildings have been allowed, which had already undergone a significant degree of transformation. These buildings, however, should obligatorily preserve facades and coverings, and the permission to carry out internal modifications should also be regulated, following certain criteria established in the Letters of Asset, to ensure the values and authenticity of the patrimony and not only produce one situation of façades. Since the publication of the Posture of September 15, 1892, the architectural production of the City has been regulated by the Municipality, and there is therefore a record in plants and documents on the original architecture of many of these buildings. The methodology used, of historical documentary nature, initially consists of the characterization of the architecture of the area, for later presentation of the legislation and some recommendations more relevant to the eclectic architecture of Rio de Janeiro, in the published manuals. The manuals of the Professional Instruction Library also present an important research source for understanding the architecture of the eclectic period. As a result, the work brings a discussion about the concept of authentic, from the Patrimonial Letters, aiming at the application of these concepts and documents in the intervention and conservation projects of the Cultural Corridor. 
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