2

Providing Sexual, Reproductive, Maternal, Neonatal, Child and Adolescent Health (SRMNCAH) Services in the Era of COVID-19 Pandemic: Issues for Consideration [1]

Author: Dr. Santosh Kumar Mishra

[1]: Prepared for 4th International Conference on Gynecology and Obstetrics (on the theme: Current Research and Innovative Approaches towards Improving Women Reproductive and Safe Pregnancy), scheduled on March 23-24, 2022 at Texas, USA (https://gynecology.euroscicon.com/) 

[2] Dr. Santosh Kumar Mishra (Ph. D.), Independent Researcher (Post-retirement from the Population Education Resource Centre, Department of Lifelong Learning & Extension [previously known as Department of Continuing and Adult Education and Extension Work], S. N. D. T. Women’s University, Mumbai, India, https://sndt.ac.in)    
[image: ]
Mailing Address: Dr. Santosh Kumar Mishra (Ph. D.), Gomes Residency C. H. S. Ltd., Flat No. 11, 2nd Floor, Lourdes Colony, Orlem, Off Marve Road, Malad (West), Mumbai-400064, Maharashtra, India [Tel.: (+91) 9224380445 (WahatsApp), Email: drskmishrain@yahoo.com]  


Biography
I retired on June 30, 2020 from the Population Education Resource Centre (PERC), Department of Lifelong Learning & Extension [DLLE, previously known as Department of Continuing & Adult Education & Extension Work (DCAEEW)], S.N.D.T. Women's University (SNDTWU), Mumbai, India. I underwent training in demography, with award of Government of India Fellowship, during 1986-1987 from the IIPS (Deemed University), located at Mumbai (https://www.iipsindia.ac.in/). Also, I acquired Ph. D. from University of Patna in 1999. My other qualifications include (a) Post-Master’s Diploma in Adult & Continuing Education, (b) Certificate Course on Hospital and Health Care Management, & (c) Diploma in Human Resource Development. Professional training that I underwent abroad with grant of scholarship/bursary are (a) 5th European Policy Conference (Swedish Society of Medicine, Stockholm, Sweden, October 18-19, 2012); & (b) Healthy Life Expectancy from Longitudinal Data: Understanding how Health and Mortality Evolve Workshop (AN University, Canberra, Australia, 17-19 June, 2014). My prime area of interest and expertise include population & development, sustainable development, gender issues & allied subject areas. I have authored (some co-authored) (a) 5 booklets (including teaching-learning materials: published by PERC, DLLE, SNDTWU); (b) 4 books; (c) 23 book chapters; (d) 80 journal articles; (e) 2 monographs; (f) 7 research studies (published by the DLLE, SNDTWU); & (g) 52 papers for conferences (some with bursary for presenting research papers at international events held at Sweden, Australia, Tajikistan, USA, Tanzania, Philippines, Ireland, Nepal, and Pakistan).

Abstract [Under Track 1: Gynecology and Obstetrics General]
[bookmark: _GoBack]The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in societal and economic disruption, including shocks to health and social care systems globally, especially adversely affecting reproductive and maternal health services. Lockdowns and other associated restrictions of various types have placed added burden on health systems. This situation has resulted from the fact that large proportion of COVID‑19 patients have led to risks of disruption of routine reproductive healthcare services in multiple ways. The contingency planning for COVID-19 pandemic has meant that the entire health sector had to be re-configured. Countries, today, need to make difficult decisions to balance the demands of responding directly to COVID‑19, while concurrently planning to maintain essential reproductive health service delivery. This situation has made then case for dedicated and integrated sexual, reproductive, maternal, newborn, child, and adolescent health (SRMNCAH) initiatives, at all levels, and at times. Arrangements must be made to ensure that healthcare providers offer for uninterrupted supplies for SRMNCAH health services during the pandemic and lockdown conditions. This research paper primarily aims to give an insight into the key considerations that national governments (from the across the regions of the globe) need to take into account to continue offering “good quality and equitable” SRMNCAH services during the COVID-19 pandemic. Also, it provides principles, strategic actions (including few examples of operational actions) that countries have found useful for preparing plans to continue prioritized SRMNCAH services during the pandemic. Qualitative data have been used in this work, which have been collected from secondary sources. The author states that this research is in the form of review paper, involving desk-based study. The paper briefly concludes that sustained and more committed measures should be taken to protect the health, safety, and security of health workers, including prevention of violence, addressing fatigue, and access to health care and social support in the era of COVID-19 situation.
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