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Abstract (not more than 300 words)

As population ages Dementia remains the biggest health and social care crisis of 21st Century.
As per Alzheimer’s Disease International (ADI) someone in the world develops dementia every 3 seconds  with estimates of global prevalence of 130 million by 2050.  Specifically, from elderly population growth perspective in Qatar, population of individuals over age of 65 is set to increase by 30% over 3 decades by year 2050.These observations highlight dementia becoming a growing concern in our country as the population ages. With no population-based studies for Dementia in Qatar, Ministry of Public Health initiated a Pilot survey in Nov 2017 to estimate the prevalence of Cognitive Impairment in our elderly population.
Aim
The aim of this pilot survey was to estimate the prevalence of positive screening for cognitive impairment in the elderly population in Qatar, aged 65 and over.
Methods
Following approval from the local ethics and IRB committee, individuals aged 65 and over attending 8 of the 23 selected Primary Healthcare centers were approached for participation for this  survey. They underwent a comprehensive survey interview that included:
· General health and sociodemographic questions 
· Patient Health Questionnaire-2
· GAD-2(General Anxiety Disorder)
· Mini-Cog 
 Individuals with positive scores on MINICOG screen were referred to specialized memory clinic for further evaluation, after obtaining consent, 
Results and Conclusions
54% (542/1009) of the surveyed sample scored positive for the test for cognitive impairment (MiniCog). This is significantly higher than the what is reported in the population surveys for the prevalence of the cognitive impairment. Even with the standardized administration and appropriate instructions for the test, the overestimation of the prevalence may not accurately reflect the population burden of the cognitive impairment.
Our survey highlights the significance of adopting cognitive screening tests that are culturally appropriate. It also raises the need for developing such screening tests.
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