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Background: Within the uncertainty of this pandemic, there is tragic certainty in the disproportionate numbers of Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) group health and social care workers who have died from COVID-19. The COVID-19 vaccination programme is intended to protect public health, particularly those at an increased risk of developing severe disease with COVID-19, and to relieve the pressures on the National Health Service. In the first phase of the vaccine rollout at the Royal National Ear, Nose and Throat and Eastman Dental Hospitals, the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine first dose was offered to staff.

Objectives: To investigate the current level of uptake of the COVID-19 vaccine and explore reasons why staff may decide to decline the vaccine at this time.

Methods: Staff were invited to participate voluntarily in an anonymous digital survey, irrespective of whether they wished to take the COVID-19 vaccine or not. The survey was distributed to staff through email, SMS and in-person utilising Google Forms, accepting responses from 18th- 25th January 2021. 
Data obtained over this period included information on respondent demographics and role of staff, alongside opportunity to share opinions towards the COVID-19 vaccine.

Results: 170 staff responses were received, of which 88% had or intended to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 56% of the cohort was from a BAME background, of which 13% did not wish to receive the vaccine. Vaccine safety, long-term effects and information on social media were frequently reported concerns.

Conclusion: Success of a vaccine programme depends upon public confidence and willingness to participate. There is a need to ensure that population groups are adequately educated about the safety of approved vaccines, to support informed decision-making.
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