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Abstract (not more than 300 words)

Adhesive interactions are important for cell trafficking, differentiation, function and tissue differentiation.  Neural cell adhesion molecule (NCAM) is involved in a diverse range of contact-mediated interactions among neurons, astrocytes, oligodendrocytes, and myotubes. It is widely but transiently expressed in many tissues early in embryogenesis. Four main isoforms exist but there are many other variants resulting from alternative splicing and post-translational modifications. This review discusses the actions and association of N-CAM and variants, PSA CAM, L1CAM and receptor tyrosine kinase. Their interactions with the interstitial cells of Cajal- the pacemaker cells of the gut in the manifestation of gut motility disorders (CIPO, Hirshsprung’s)  expression in carcinomas ( Cholangiocarcinoma, HCC) and mesenchymal tumours (GISTS, Sarcomas) are discussed.
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