

Extramedullary hematopoiesis in thyroid gland 

Dr. Sarah Alsawmhi, Prince Saud Bin Jawli Hospital, Saudia Arabia.

Extramedullary hematopoiesis (EMH) is known to occur mainly in the organs of reticuloendothelial system. It is very rare for EMH to occur in thyroid nodule. It is usually but not always associated with haematological abnormality. A 31year healthy female, found to have right neck swelling proved by ultrasound to be thyroid nodular lesions. Complete blood picture (CBC) was normal. 

Thyroid ultrasound: There is bilateral enlarged isoechoic nodules more in the right side with increase vascularity suggestive of thyroiditis. Thyroid scan: No uptake opposite the thyroid bed.
Fine needle aspiration cytology (FNAC) was performed and microscopic examination showed scattered and clustered polymorphic mature and immature myeloid cells that includes erythroid precursors and numerous megakaryocytes. No thyroid glands cells seen in the aspirated material. The findings are compatible with extramedullary hematopoiesis.
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