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Abstract
Since the late 2000’s, communities around the world observe the effects of climate change (CC) more strikingly, concern with their direct impact on their territories and economy. Hurricane Katrina (USA, 2005), or the floodings in the UK (2007) are among the major natural disasters that contribute to this new locally driven awaken. Following new international approaches, like the 2008’s Dutch Deltacommissie report, during the 2010’s several CC adaptation strategies were developed around the world, developing municipal, regional, sectoral, and national visions to the agenda. It has been approximately a decade of building a bottom-up agenda, promoted by local actors, which is complementary to the top-down mitigation one, internationally driven at global fora.

A decade later, some of these planning documents are under review or know new versions. National and local governments are more and more compromised with their communities and young generations to ensure a sustainable future, and a CC adaptation agenda has today a central role, preparing cities and territories to different scenarios.

This study intends to develop a comparative observation on the contents of these documents, the ones developed in the early 2010’s and the contemporary ones, arguing if they simply correspond to an update or if they present now a more mature and action-driven agenda, representing, or not, the edge of a second generation of the CC adaptation agenda. It starts by looking at the Turkey and Portugal CC adaptation agendas, as the oriental and occidental southern extremes of Europe, which are compared with two reference cases in north Europe, the Netherlands and UK, and with the USA case. Expected results will focus in the discussion of the evolution in the agenda’s approaches in the five case studies, highlighting how these policies evolved in time.

The paper corresponds to an exploratory research phase, held to support a new research on the contemporary CC adaptation agenda. 
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