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Global climate change has threatened both ecosystem functions and structures impacting vital ecosystem services and human well-being. Historically, people in the rural Mountains, Mid Hills and Tarai plains of Nepal have adapted to seasonal weather variability that result in either too much or too little water at certain points every year. Local and indigenous knowledge and skills as climate change adaptation actions are being used by Indigenous Local communities in different ecoregions and for various ecosystems in Nepal. However, documentations are scanty and isolated to either out-scale or up-scale. Therefore, the gap was fulfilled through documentation of such knowledge and skills of indigenous communities of Gandaki River Basin of Nepal.  

The study adopted an analytical and consultative approach, examining both secondary data gathered through literature review and primary data collected through group discussions with six ethnic groups namely Tharu and Majhi communities of Chitwan; Brahmin/Chhetri communities of Dhading; Magar communities of Tanahun, Gurung and other mixed communities at Myagdi Thakali communities of Mustang and Gurung communities of Kaski, Nepal. Informal meetings, key informant interviews, and household questionnaires surveys were used following purposive sampling. Climate and weather data of the last 30 years were used for analysis of climate change variability. Almost all respondents of the study area agreed that they were experiencing notable changes in rainfall and temperature, and using indigenous knowledge while adapting to the climate change. Ecosystem based Adaptation (EbA) practices were increasingly measured and traditional knowledge-base corresponded with the community based adaptation initiatives. 
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