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Abstract (250-300 words)

The objective is to evaluate the fluoride content of dentifrices available as over the counter (OTC) product in Indian market. In vitro study was carried out in a laboratory setting. All 24 brands of dentifrices available in these stores and supermarkets were included in the study. For each brand of dentifrice, three samples was randomly chosen and used for fluoride analysis. The fluoride content was assessed in triplet using spectrophotometric analysis by a single blinded examiner. The fluoride concentration was determined by comparing the test sample with that of standard solution in a calibration curve. The fluoride content of dentifrices indicated as fluoridated, whose label specified the presence of fluoride, ranged from 745ppm to 895ppm. The mean fluoride content of dentifrices indicated for children was 449.5 ± 26.1 ppm. Three brands which were designated as non-fluoridated on its label were found to contain 600 - 900 ppm of fluoride. All brands of commercially available dentifrices indicated fluoridated have fluoride content less than 1000ppm whereas those indicated for children have optimum amount of fluoride.
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