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[bookmark: _Toc102568772]ABSTRACT

Introduction: This case report discusses the management of cervical necrotizing fasciitis in a 39 year old male patient who presented to Levy Mwanawasa University Teaching dental department. This case emphasizes the need for prompt and aggressive the management of necrotizing fasciitis in a resource limited environment.
Case presentation: Patient S.B., M/39 presented to Levy Mwanawasa University Teaching Hospital with a toothache and a swollen lower jaw, Itching and muscle stiffness around the neck. The patient was RVD-R on medication. On Intra-oral examination, the patient had poor oral hygiene with a DMFT score of 5. On extra-oral examination, there was a convex facial asymmetry with a swollen and tender neck. Cultured and sensitivity was done with E.Coli and Klebsiella Sp being cultured. The definitive diagnosis was ‘Necrotizing fasciitis secondary to an Odontogenic abscess in RVD-R patient.’ The patient was admitted on the day of presentation and fluids were administered immediately. Under surgical management, debridement and sloughectomy was done with application of H2O2, Povidone and Ns + Metronidazole, wound dressing and daily wound cleaning. Empirical medication included; Ceftriaxone IV, Metronidazole IV, Gentamicin IV, Diclofenac. After Culture and sensitivity results; medication modification was as follows; Ceftriaxone IV, Gentamicin IV, Diclofenac. After 2 weeks, administration of medication was changed from IV to orally. Follow-up was conducted for 65 days. The patient rejected a skin graft but recovered very well regardless.
Conclusion & significance: The objective was achieved, the patient was managed diligently despite a delay in presentation, laboratory findings and the patient rejecting skin graft. The patient was delighted with is management his words being ‘I am delighted with the treatment that was done. I dreaded death but now I am healing just well’. Therefore, patients presenting with signs of Necrotizing fascitiis should be managed aggressively to improve the prognosis.
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