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Abstract 

As the prevalence of opioid dependence has increased and transcended traditional socio-demographic lines, questions 

regarding the specific needs and challenges of treating opiate dependence in the private section remain unaddressed. 

Opiate dependence has often been typified as requiring different or additional measures beyond other substance 

dependence treatments. This study investigated what significant differences, if any, exist between opiate and non-opiate 

users who enter voluntary, private, residential treatment, and the impact of any differences relative to treatment 

motivation, length and outcomes. Data for this study was drawn from 1,972 individuals, utilizing the Addiction Severity 

Index (ASI), the Treatment Service Review (TSR), the University of Rhode Island Change Assessment (URICA), and a 

36-item Satisfaction measure. Interviews were conducted at program intake, and 1 and 6-month interviews post-

discharge. The results demonstrate that although opiate users entered treatment with higher levels of impairment, they 

were just as successful in treatment outcomes as their non-opiate using peers; suggesting that residential, abstinence-

based treatment is just as effective form of treatment for opiate users as it is for non-opiate users. 
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