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 Abstract 

The presentation reviews history of composites usage in aerospace and current status. Technological and commercial 

drivers that have aided in increasing composites content on new aircraft are discussed. The current status of adoption of 

composites is presented with examples of commercial successes. The presentation will compare composites adoption in 

rotary wing aircraft and business jets with efforts to use composites on large commercial aircraft and military fighter 

aircraft. A hypothesis that integration of multiple new technologies in a new platform can significantly hinder success 

of all technologies is examined in several cases where composite materials adoption is being challenged. The 

conclusion identifies necessary elements of risk reduction that will drive greater adoption of state-of-art and advanced 

composite materials. 
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