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Abstract 

The use of dispersants is a remediation technique for oil spills in water bodies.  It has most recently been used for the 

remediation of the largest deep sea spill off the coast of Louisiana which involved the BP Deepwater Horizon oil rig 

disaster.  The use of soil spills for surface applications has been well –known for decades.  However, its application 

for a deep sea spill at the source of the leak at high pressure and low temperature conditions is new.  A number of 

factors regarding the efficacy and design of dispersants for such applications are still not known precisely.  A 

summary of the technology, the areas of applicability and the gaps in the knowledge will be provided.  Future 

research directions will be explored with respect to the fate and transport of oil and dispersants in the deep sea 

environment. 
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