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 Abstract 

 

Biological and Environmental Research facilities worldwide are prone to a number of threats to their operation, even though 

their research is essential to human progress and survival. 

The threats to a research facility include attacks to its; reputation, intellectual property, clinical and technical personnel, 

critical equipment, essential operations, and facilities. 

Based on analysis of insurance claims, reported events of national significance, and historical reports we know that the 

sources of security challenges for most organizations derive from a finite number of causes, which are cited by the number 

of reported instances, from the highest frequency to the lowest.  

These include: 

 System Failures: The modern world is increasingly complex and failures from accidents, fires, building collapse, 

mechanical failures, floods, etc. are all normal contingencies, which are as inevitable as they are unpredictable. 

 Natural Events: These invents has a wide spectrum of known natural phenomena from meteor strikes, volcanos, 

earthquakes, floods, blizzards, tornados, hurricanes, pandemics, etc. 

 Criminal Activity: this includes malicious sabotage by corrupt insiders. 

 Terrorist Activity: (this includes the gamut of civil disobedience, political protest, disturbances, sub-national 

conflict, civil war, and declared conflict between nation states. 

The presentation allows for a significant question and answer period to discuss any specific concerns, questions, and 

discussion of Mr. Sutton’s on-going research. 
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