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Abstract

International clinical practice guidelines on acute cholangitis and cholecystitis were first published in 2007 as Tokyo
Guidelines 2007 (TG 07). There had been no international practice guidelines on this common disease by then. TG 07 has been
updated and published as Tokyo Guidelines 2013 (TG 13). The guidelines provide open access free of charge for readers. The
significant efforts have been made to provide standardized care for patients with acute biliary infections for better clinical
outcomes.In revising TG 07, the Tokyo Guidelines Revision Committee was developed consisting of internationally renowned
experts including surgeons, gastroenterologists and infectious diseases specialists. In the revision process, vigorous literature
search was performed for currently existing medical documents by PubMed. Through the revision processes, very limited data
on patients with acute biliary tract infections was found, which was up to date and relevant to the current advanced medical
practice over all. There were many areas of uncertainties such as updated epidemiology of the causative organisms, prevalence
of antimicrobial resistance, an optimal antimicrobial therapy, an optimal timing and modalities of biliary drainage, and
duration of antimicrobial therapy.This presentation will provide the introduction of the international clinical practice
guidelines, focusing on antimicrobial therapy, and discuss limitations of the guidelines and future challenges to improve them.
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