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Abstract

Antimicrobial stewardship programs have been associated with reduced antibiotic resistance rates, decreased antibiotic
exposure and reduced drug costs. Antimicrobial stewardship programs can slow drug resistance by controlling and changing
how antimicrobial agents are prescribed and administered. Several stewardship strategy recommendations from the Infectious
Disease Society of America are available to guide hospitals in the development of successful programs. Still, initiating
stewardship programs can be challenging in hospitals that lack the appropriate administrative support, infrastructure and
personnel to drive initiatives. Smaller community hospitals often have

competing priorities with limited available resources. Our hospital identified

antimicrobial stewardship as a method to decrease inappropriate antibiotic use and costs, after a pharmacy review identified
increased antibiotic drug use and a lack of cost savings with standard practice. A pharmacy led antimicrobial stewardship
program with collaboration from multiple disciplines can result in influencing appropriate prescribing of antibiotics, improved
quality of care, improved economic outcomes and savings, increasing regulatory compliance.
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