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4 FVE Sections 
� UEVP (Practitioners)

� UEVH (Hygienists – Public Health Officers)

� EASVO (Veterinary State Officers)

� EVERI (Education, Research, Industry)

Federation of veterinarians 
of Europe

46 national associations

38 European countries

“One Profession-One Vision -One Voice”
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FVE’s mission

The European veterinary profession,
embodied by FVE, strives to enhance
animal health, animal welfare,
public health and protect the
environment by promoting the
veterinary profession.

Veterinarians play a vital role
in society. 

FVE plays a vital role
in making sure they can do

their jobs well.
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One Health concept

Hippocrates (c. 460-370 BCE)
“On Airs, Waters and Places”

Human 

Health

Environment
Animal 

Health

One Health 
in 21st century

Federation of Veterinarians of Europe

Human – Animals -Environment
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One Health
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Epidemiology and zoonoses

� 60% of human pathogens are of animal origin

� 70% of emerging animal diseases can be transmitted to humans
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One World – One Health
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One Health is the key 
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Deaths attributable to antimicrobial resistance every year compared to 
other major causes of death in humans

Jim O'Neill Chairman of the Review on Antimicrobial Resistance, 2014
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Modern life-style diseases
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Environmental hazards
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Research follows similar protocols…

…and results can be used to understand our world 
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Natural disasters
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Veterinarians are 

committed to One Health

� Key role in prevention and management of zoonotic and 
foodborne diseases

� Ensure hygiene and safety throughout the whole food chain, from 
farm to table

� Can make important contribution to joint research

� Vets are particularly important in preparedness, crisis management 
and recovery in disasters

� Engage with physicians and other stockholders

� Raise awareness and educate heath professionals and the society
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� Vet-Week 2009 

� Rabies Control

Animals + Humans = One Health

� Member of the Global Alliance 
Against Rabies

� FVE-AVMA-CVMA Joint position on 
the Global Control of Canine Rabies

http://www.fve.org/uploads/publications/docs/004_avma_cvma_fve
_statement_on_rabies.pdf
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� European doctors and veterinarians 
alliance

FVE-CMPE Memorandum of Understanding 

(updated in November 2015)
Dr Rafael Laguens, FVE President
Dr Katrín Fjeldsted, CPME President
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� Responsible use guidelines

� One addressed to the general public 

and one addressed to all health 

professionals

� Developed together with CPME 

(doctors) and CED (dentists)

� Translated in all EU languages
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� European conferences on One Health 

Ensuring Health & Sustainability in Europe: Doctors and Veterinarians emphasise 
“prevention is better than cure” (Together with CPME)

Brussels, 7 April 2014 

Conclusions

Natural disasters and “One – Health”: 

Are we prepared to react? 

Brussels, 16-17 April 2015

Conclusions
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How vets think the market will change -
next five years
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Something is changing…

common training with

other professions to 

motivate close 

collaboration also in 

students’ future 

professional life

…should cover public
health, animal health 
and animal welfare 
aspects during all 

stages of the disaster.
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Considerations on the way forward

� One Health is an holistic approach that addresses  health  risks  
at  the  human-animal-ecosystem interfaces

� What used to be local is now global

� Inter-professional open minded cooperation (e.g. health 

professionals, environmental scientists, socioeconomists, etc.) is 
necessary

� Recognition of benefits of ‘thinking One Health’ by all 
stakeholders is essential to influence policy makers to take 
political action.
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“Message”
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“Veterinarians care 

for animals and people”

Thank you for your attention


