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Abstract

Umbilical cord blood is known to be a resource rich in stem cells. The value of stem cells in treating a number of human
conditions has been recognized. Public health programs around the world recognize this valuable human byproduct and have
begun investing time and resources into banking the cord blood of newborns in public registries, much like whole blood and
platelet donations. Canada, Mexico, and United States of America are all on different paths leading to the establishment of
public cord blood banks. This presentation will give an overview of umbilical cord blood banking, the current status of
national cord blood donation programs in each of these three aforementioned nations, and the potential impact of cord blood
banking, research, and therapy on hematologic disorders.
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