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Abstract 

 
Vitamin D can easily be called the most celebrated new-age molecule.  With the discovery of various properties and 

implications in multiple diseases vitamin D has become firmly established in the realm of public health.  Such findings 

have also raised expectations from vitamin D as preventive and therapeutic agents in several diseases.  In this speech I will 

provide an overview of the rise of vitamin D from a primordial molecule to its current stage, and discuss expectation and 

reality, with particular emphasis on its role in cancer.     
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