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Macro invertebrates have been used to monitor organic pollution in rivers and streams. Several biotic indices based on macro invertebrates have been developed over the years including the Biological Monitoring Working Party (BMWP).  A new biotic index, theGammarus:Asellusratio has been recently proposed as an index of organic pollution. This study tested the validity of theGammarus:Asellus ratio as an index of organic pollution, by examining the relationship between theGammarus:Asellus ratio and physical chemical parameters, and other biotic indices such as BMWP and, Average Score Per Taxon (ASPT) from  lakes and streams at Markeaton Park, Allestree Park and Kedleston Hall, Derbyshire.

Macro invertebrates were sampled using the standard five minute kick sampling techniques physical and chemical environmental variables were obtained based on standard sampling techniques. Eighteen sites were sampled, six sites from Markeaton Park (three sites across the stream and three sites across the lake). Six sites each were also sampled from Allestree Park and Kedleston Hall lakes. 
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