

Title: Hearing impaired people’s perspectives on their identity: a systematic review of the qualitative literature.


Name: xxxx
[bookmark: _GoBack]Affiliation: Name of University, Country


Introduction: Research on the identity/identities of hearing-impaired individuals tends to explore mainly the role of the hearing status on the identity formation. Nevertheless, identity is a complex, multi-faced concept and it is challenging to be defined. No systematic review, to my knowledge, has been conducted on hearing impaired individuals’ identity. This research piece explored how hearing- impaired individuals make sense of their identity/identities as understood both individually/personally and culturally. 
Methods: A systematic review of the qualitative empirical research was employed, and five databases were searched, using fifteen combinations of key words. Seven papers were considered for data synthesis, after being assessed for their quality. 
Analysis: A combination of deductive and inductive thematic analysis was used, to enable the conceptualization of themes/findings. Four findings were identified; social interaction, mode of communication, other identities and process of forming identity. 
Discussion: Findings suggest that identity is a fluid, not universal, and context-informed concept. In the case of hearing-impaired individuals, identity can be informed by aspects such as social interactions, personal beliefs/ideas about deafness and disability, perceptions of hearing abilities, ethnicity, language, contexts and a retrospective interpersonal reflecting process (age). This paper confirms that current qualitative studies mainly focus on one aspect of cultural identity; hearing loss. It also agrees with previous findings on the mediating role of discrimination on identity construction. Psychological therapists are encouraged to faciliatat their clients’ self-awareness of their identities, and be aware of the possible impact of the lack of self- awareness, as well as discrimination, on the clients’ mental health.
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