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Introduction  

Metastasis to the oral cavity is a rare event and constitutes 1% of all oral cavity 
malignancies. Oral cavity metastases are mostly observed in the jaws compared 
to the soft tissues, particularly in the posterior area of the mandible. The most 
recent review on the oral soft tissue metastasis reported that only 33% of oral 
metastatic lesions are seated in the soft tissues. In a period between 1937 and 
2015, 412 oral soft tissue metastasis were documented in the literature, gum was 
the site most involved.  

Materials and Methods  

We reported rare oral soft tissue metastasis: on the cheeks, on the lips, on the 
floor of the mouth, on soft palate and on the uvula. We had search on 
PubMed Database with the following keywords “oral lip metastasis” “oral 
metastasis in the lips”;“oral metastasis in the floor of the mouth”, “floor of the 
mouth metastasis”, “ oral metastasis on soft palate” and “oral metastasis on 
uvula”. Only article in English are included, in the last 30 years old.  

Results  

We found only 8 cases of oral metastasis on the lips.  In 5 cases patients  were male, and in 2 cases were female, in one case the gender and the age of the 
patient  was not reported. The average age of the patient  involved is 61,14 years old.The primary malignant tumor that most frequently metastases at the labial 
level is certainly the renal tumor with 5 cases out of 8. In 5 cases the upper lip was affected, there was 1 case in which metastasis was present in both lips, and this 
is a very interesting data because the other malignant disease are more frequent in the lower lip. We had found in Pubmed literature only 7 cases of oral 
metastasis on the floor of the mouth (5 patients were male and 2 female. The average age of those patients involved is 68,1 years); we found only 5 cases of oral 
metastasis on the cheek (The average age of those patients involved is 55,25 years, but in one case the age was not reported). Oral lesion of 54 mm of maximum 
diameter was reported. There are 3 cases of metastasis on soft palate and one on the uvula (from the kidney). The malignant tumors that  metastases at the soft 
palate were renal, brochial and lung carcinoma. These results are summarized in the table 1.  

Conclusion 

This overview underlines how this oral disease can sometimes be 
misunderstood, and the importance of regular checks in patients who 
already have a diagnosis of malignancy.  

ORAL SITE 
INVOLVED

NUMBER OF 
CASES FOUND

PRIMARY SITE 
MOST INVOLVED

Lips 8 Kidney (5)
Floor of the 

mouth
7 Respiratory area 

(2), Liver (2)

Cheeks 5 Breast (1), Tyroid 
(1), Kidney (1), 

Stomach (1), not 
reported (1)

Soft palate 3 Kidney (1), Lung 
(1), Bronchial 

area (1)
Uvula 1 Kidney (1)

Table 1. Oral metastasis and Primary malignancy involved.  

Lips Floor of the mounth Cheeks Soft palate Uvula
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