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Abstract

With an increase in technology and social media applications, college
students have a way of connecting with others more efficiently than
ever. The present study identified whether amount of time spent on
Facebook, currently the most popular social media application, was
related to sexual risk behaviors (i.e. sex without a condom, multiple
concurrent sex partners, and pursuing “hookups”). The hypotheses
tested whether Facebook usage would be associated with having sex
without a condom, having concurrent sex partners, and pursuing
“hookups” on Facebook. Gender was tested as a moderator in these
relationships as well, given the differences in STl risk behaviors and
online dating behavior. Data were gathered from 236 African
American college-aged students. Facebook usage of 3 or more daily
hours was associated with having sex without a condom and using
Facebook to pursue hookups. In addition, females who spent 3 or more
hours on Facebook were less likely to have sex without a condom, but
more likely to have concurrent sex partners than men whose usage was
3 or more hours daily; and men who spent 3 or more hours on
Facebook were more likely to pursue hookups via Facebook than
women whose usage was 3 or more hours daily. This study provides a
starting point to further explore how social media consumption can be
used to perpetuate or ameliorate risky sexual behavior among a
vulnerable population.
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Facebook Males Female Total Sample
Faceboox Usage
atebook Usage Mean(s) Mean(s]  Mean(s)
How many hours do you spend on Facebook daily? 3.2(.3) 3.5(.5) 3.3(.4)
Males Female Total Sample
Reasons for Facebook Usage Syes(N) Syes(N) Styes(N)
Stay in touch with family/friends 88(8s) 87(121) 7(206)
Find old friends/family/high school classmates* 61(60) 76(105) 70(165)
Discover events/places for entertainment 36(35) 29(41) 32(76)
Scholastic/academic reasons (homework,
organizing study groups with classmates)* 3231 45(62) 39(93)
Community or university service organizations * 32(31) 20(28) 25(59)
Find romantic dates*** 46(45) 14(20) 28(65)
Play games
Sexual Behavior and Relationship Status
Hav? you have voluntary heterosexual intercourse 100(97) 100(139) 100(236)
in past 3 months?
In the pa;t_}mnnth@, ha\.{Q you had vaginal or anal 53(51) 16(64) 19(115)
sexual intercourse without a condom?
?
Currentlv.cl‘aw many sexual partners do you have? sa(s7) 63(8) 61(145)
2.3 25(24) 15(21) 19(45)
4 or more 16(16) 13(18) 14(34)
Refused 0(0) 9(13) 5.5(13)
In the past 3 months, have you used Facebook in
4 74]
order to find hookups (i.e. sexual partners)? 26(25) 35(49) 31(7)
. i . .
Do you consider yourself to be in a committed and 23(22) 46(54) 36(36)

monogamous relationship?***
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