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Abstract
Background: The Corona Virus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) spread rapidly and developed into a world pandemic. The long-term negative effects of COVID-19 are not limited to the physical health of sufferers, as it is also affecting the mental health of the broader population. When schools are closed, students are unable to communicate with teachers and peers as they normally would, which may have negative effects on their mental health.
Aims: This study investigated the mediating role of resilience in the relationship between social capital and adolescents’ depression and explored the gender differences between social capital and resilience in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Methods: A sample of 1,736 Chinese high school students (46.7% males) in Grades 10–12 were participated to complete a questionnaire comprising the measures of social capital, resilience, depression and other psychosocial traits. Structural equation modelling was adopted in Stata 15/SE to test the hypotheses. A two-step strategy was followed by first constructing and testing a mediation model (path analysis) and then testing the moderated mediation model with a group wise comparison.
Results: The results indicated that social capital significantly helped to decrease the extent of depression among high school students. Furthermore, resilience played an important mediating effect in the relationship between social capital and depression. Surprisingly, the results showed that the positive effects of social capital on resilience seemed to benefit more for girls than for boys.
Conclusion: By providing insights into the mediating effects of resilience and examining gender differences, the study identified a new pathway to facilitate adolescents’ capacity to cope under the conditions of a pandemic. Some guidance and practical implications for social policy and social work programs for adolescents emerged from this study. Limitations were also noted when interpreting the results.
Keywords: Social capital, Resilience, Depression, Gender differences, COVID-19.
Biography	Comment by Swetha Sandala: Biography is missing. Please add

