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Abstract (300 word limit)
Antimicrobials are among the most frequently prescribed drugs in long-term care facilities. Antimicrobial stewardship programs are effective means to optimize prescribing practices. They are under-utilized in the most of the healthcare facilities where many challenges exist for ASP implementation. Implementation of antimicrobial stewardship programme is often challenging because of scarce data in this setting. Antimicrobial stewardship programme are effective means to optimize prescribing practices.
The use of the term ‘antimicrobial stewardship’ has grown exponentially in recent years, typically referring to programme and interventions that aim to optimize antimicrobial use. Although antimicrobial stewardship originated within human healthcare, it is increasingly applied in broader contexts including animal health and One Health.
We searched and reviewed PubMed data base, which mostly focused on antibiotics. We describe the historical background behind how antimicrobial stewardship came into use in clinical settings. We discuss challenges emerging from the varied descriptions of antimicrobial stewardship in the literature, including an over-emphasis on individual prescriptions, an under-emphasis on the societal implications of antimicrobial use, and language translation problems.
To help address these challenges, we suggest viewing antimicrobial stewardship as a strategy, a coherent set of actions which promote using antimicrobials responsibly. We stress the continuous need for ‘responsible use’ to be deﬁned and translated into context-speciﬁc and time-speciﬁc actions. Furthermore, we present examples of actions that can be undertaken within antimicrobial stewardship across human and animal health.
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