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When people are uprooted and displaced from their homes due to armed conflict, natural disasters or other humanitarian crises, many find themselves in urgent need of shelter and protection. Refugee camps are set up as a means of providing temporary relief and assistance to the displaced and refugees, and consist of a group of tents or temporary housing.
With more and more people confined to camps and getting closer together, controlling infections and epidemic diseases becomes vital. Under the harsh conditions and displacement, the displaced are exposed to the risks of contracting infectious diseases, including intestinal, respiratory and skin diseases.
To ensure infection control in refugee camps, the following measures are necessary:
1- Health Education: Strong health education programs should be provided to IDPs and refugees. Information about preventing communicable diseases, such as regular hand washing, cleaning of water and sanitation facilities, and the practice of personal hygiene, should be provided.
2- Access to clean water: Clean and safe water sources must be provided in the camps, and water tanks should be cleaned and disinfected regularly. IDPs should also be encouraged to use treated drinking water and to avoid using contaminated water.
3- Clean housing: Clean and sanitary housing conditions must be provided in the camps. Dwellings should be well ventilated and equipped with an efficient sewage system. Common areas and sanitary facilities should be cleaned regularly and disinfected with antibacterial materials.
4- Disease monitoring: An effective disease monitoring system should be developed in the camps. This requires specialized medical teams capable of quickly and effectively diagnosing and treating infectious diseases. Periodic epidemiological reports can contribute to the identification of health problems and early intervention.
5- Vaccinations: Comprehensive vaccination programs should be provided to the displaced and refugees. Vaccination helps prevent common infectious diseases, such as measles, cholera, hepatitis, and pneumonia, and reduces their spread in the community.
6- Personal hygiene: IDPs should be encouraged to practice good personal hygiene. Basic hygiene items such as soap, towels and personal cleaning items should be provided.
7- Waste management: An effective waste management system must be provided in the camps. Awareness of the importance of correct waste disposal, provision of suitable garbage containers and regular waste collection services should be promoted.
Controlling infection in refugee camps requires joint efforts from governments, humanitarian organizations and the international community. The public health and safety of refugees must be a top priority, and the necessary support and resources must be made available to implement these vital preventative measures.
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Mahmoud I Allouzi  As an infection control officer, your role is crucial in ensuring the health and safety of individuals in camps and hospitals. Your responsibilities typically include developing and implementing infection control protocols, educating staff and residents, monitoring and analyzing data, and implementing preventive measures.
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Pay attention to personal hygiene  
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Activate the role of infection control within the camps
Coordination between health organizations
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