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The term vaccine pharmacovigilance defines the science and activities related to the detection, assessment, understanding and communication of adverse events following immunization (AEFI) and other vaccine-related or immunization-related issues, and to the prevention of untoward effects of the vaccine or immunization. The etymological roots for the word "pharmacovigilance" are: pharmakon and vigilare. Pharmacovigilance plays a crucial role in ensuring the safety and efficacy of vaccines. Vaccines are complex biological products, and their safety cannot be guaranteed solely through clinical trials. Therefore, post-marketing surveillance through pharmacovigilance is essential for monitoring the safety of vaccines.  Loss of confidence in the safety of vaccines threatens the continued success of immunization programs. Pharmacovigilance helps to identify and assess the risks associated with vaccines, including rare adverse events that may not have been detected in clinical trials. It also plays a critical role in detecting and managing any potential safety signals, such as an increase in adverse events following vaccination. This information is essential for regulatory agencies to make informed decisions about the safety of vaccines. There is a need to improve the awareness about reporting among the medical professionals working in public as well as the private sectors to report all suspected AEs associated with immunization so that proper steps can be taken to prevent such incidents in future. The vibrant AEFI program will go a long way in winning the faith of people toward immunization.
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