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I am not a recycler of the sort you all are; rather, we at Warm Heart work to convert agricultural crop waste to biochar to the benefit of the climate and the health of those otherwise affected by smoke from open field burning. Biochar is “super charcoal” made from any biomass (in our case, crop wastes) that is heated very hot in the near absence of oxygen. The resulting char is 80% inert Carbon that represents more than 40% of the Carbon the biomass plant removed from the atmosphere. Making biochar is thus Carbon negative. Our effort to stop the wasteful burning of crop waste is also very good for agriculture. Warm Heart works solely with the very poor, smallholder farmers of the developing world. For them, biochar is a blessing. It reduces soil acidity, increases fertility, improves water penetration and retention, and vitalizes communities of soil microbiota. Using biochar in your field you will not only sequester CO2 by burying Carbon removed from the air through photosynthesis, but you will reverse soil degradation and improve yields dramatically - more so than chemicals and eliminating many of the problems of agricultural chemical usage. Biochar in animal feed also improves their productivity and reduces smells and flies. As a free, homemade product, biochar-based fertilizers and animal feeds cut farmer’s input costs greatly, while also raising output.
By making biochar, we slow climate change, clean the environment of smoke and field waste, improve public health by cutting PM2.5 emissions and reduce rural poverty. Because such farmers may produce as much a 10 gigatons of waste annually, this conversion into beneficial products may properly be called recycling.
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