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ABSTRACT

Because of their documented long-term success rates, have become a popular treatment option to replace hopeless or missing teeth. However, full-arch transition from hopeless dentition to a prostheses supported by dental implants is still a challenge. One of the treatment options for this transition is the use of transitional implants, which allow transitioning full-arch reconstructions from teeth to implant supported prostheses without the necessity of provisional removable partial dentures. The purpose of this long-term clinical case report is to describe the steps, including diagnosis, treatment planning and sequence of therapy, involved in transitioning from hopeless dentition to a maxillary full-arch implant supported prosthetic rehabilitation with the use of transitional implants, while avoiding removable provisional prostheses. An assessment of the 20- year follow-up, dental implant survival rates, and marginal bone loss (MBL) is presented.
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Abstract

Tooth loss due to traumatic dental injury or congenital absence can cause functional and social- psychological consequences in youth. Pubescent children with missing teeth are often targets for school bullying. The treatment modality chosen can impact their well-being during their formative years. Despite the high success rate in adult patients, implant placement in young patients is not common due to its ankylosed nature and concerns with possible infra-occlusion in the future. However, skeletal growth and remodeling is a continuous process throughout life and postpone- ment of dental implant placement does not necessary prevent future complication or need for re- placement. Dental implant placement should be considered as a viable treatment option for pu- bescent patients if all other conventional alternatives fail to alleviate patients’ concerns both functionally and psychologically. This case report evaluates the considerations required to place dental implants in pubescent patients, as well as its advantages and disadvantages.
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